
Y PHONE RINGS at 10.42am. 
It’s Lee Bowyer. Of course. He 
immediately apologises for not 
answering when I rang at the 
pre-arranged time of 9.30am; 
when he dropped his two six-

year-old kids off at school he realised he had 
to attend a Harvest Festival assembly. I gave 
a knowing laugh, having been caught short 
in the same situation on the school run a few 
times. And here I was, swapping stories with 
Lee Bowyer on the humdrum trials of being a 
parent to young kids. Two normal blokes with 
normal concerns.

We were aligned in the everyday travails of 
life’s rich tapestry, and yet fifteen years ago Lee 
Bowyer was my favourite Leeds United player. In 
fact, he was my ‘last’ favourite Leeds United player. 
After Lee Bowyer left Leeds United in 2003, the 
emotional strain of putting all my faith in one 
player seemed futile. Plus, well, you’ve watched 
Leeds United over the last decade, haven’t you?

The enduring and relentless echo of ‘L’Bowya, 
L’Bowya’ around Elland Road has left more of 
a lasting impression than the same chant for 
the perhaps more exalted Tony Yeboah. Purely 
because it was in our songbook for longer.  
Not simply out of habit, but as a result of 
performance; for years, every game, without  
fail. He was that good. In 2015, can you imagine 
such a thing?

Lee Bowyer has endured a lifetime of not being 
able to fully explain himself. I initially approached 
him to write his autobiography. He phoned me 
back out of courtesy when he didn’t really need 
to, to explain why he didn’t want to do it, despite 
his story most likely the stuff of “the best book 
out there.” The benefit he would get from finally 
putting his side of the story in the public domain 
for the very first time, he explained, would not 
compensate for the grief his young family would 
most probably receive as a result. He is a 38 year 
old family man now, who retired from football 
with no ceremony and set up a carp fishing retreat 
in Northern France. He has also just started 
coaching.

We agreed on a chat for The Square Ball purely 
on football, and Leeds United. Hence, this isn’t a 
piece that will dissect him, his character or his life; 
it is a piece about football. What you read here is 
our conversation verbatim.

Lee Bowyer talks Leeds United, with Jon Howe.
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Jon Howe: You arrived at Leeds in 
1996 and at that time it was a bit of a 
club in transition; Gary Speed and Gary 
McAllister had just left in the summer 
and there had been a takeover of the 
club behind the scenes. When you 
signed were you aware that the club 
was changing from the one that had 
recently won the league, or was it just a 
sense of excitement at signing for such 
a big club?

Lee Bowyer: Obviously I was excited 
because it was a big move for me; I was only 
young, the takeover and everything I wasn’t 
really aware of. One of the main reasons I 
went to Leeds was because Gary McAllister 
was still there. Gary Speed had gone. And 
I thought with Gary McAllister, I would 
learn a lot from him because we played in 
similar positions. So that was a plus for me 
to go there, and it’s such a big club as well. 
But then I turned up for pre-season training 
and he left!

JH: He left at the end of July I think.

LB: Yeah, I think I had a couple of 
training sessions with him and then he left, 
so that was a bit of a downer. But it was 
good, there were still good lads there, and it 
was just a new challenge.

JH: How did you feel when Howard 
Wilkinson left? He signed you and 
it’s always a bit of a worry when the 
manager who signed you leaves straight 
away.

LB: [laughs] Well, it was quite funny 
really the way it all happened. Howard was a 
great manager, so obviously I was going to 
learn from him as well and I think we got off 
to a decent start. But then we played Man 
Utd [a 4-0 defeat at Elland Road] and I got 
a detached retina in that game. It’s quite a 
funny story really because I had a shot, the 
ball got blocked, came back and hit me in 
the face. I’m rubbing my eye, I can’t see and 

then the physio comes on and says ‘what’s 
wrong?’. ‘I can’t see out of my eye.’ ‘What 
do you mean you can’t see out of your eye?’ 
‘The ball’s hit me in the face, I can’t see, it’s 
all gone... grey.’ So I go off and we went to 
see an eye doctor that night and he says I’ve 
got a detached retina and I’ve got to have 
surgery. So I thought, ‘bloody hell.’ I went 
the next day and had the surgery and when 
I’m waking up from the anaesthetic and 
everything on Monday, I see that Howard’s 
just left. I’m like, ‘oh no.’ Then the doctor 
comes in and he says the procedure went 
well, this, that and the other and I said, 
‘Will it all be better?’ And he said, ‘I can’t 
promise that you’ll be able to see again and 
so in that case, you might not be able to 
play again.’ So I’m lying in this bed, I’m 19 
years old and I’m thinking: The man that 
just brought me here has left, I might not be 
able to play again and not only that, I might 
not be able to see again. I’m like, what am I 
going to do? It wasn’t a nice situation. But 
to cut a long story short, obviously George 
Graham came in, my eye got better and 
then it all just went from there.

JH: After George came in it was a 
bit of a tough season. I don’t know how 
much of it you remember, but there 
were a lot of 0-0 draws and scrappy 1-0 
wins. It was tough to watch as a fan; I 
remember many games where we had a 
back three, two wing-backs who never 
really got forward and maybe another 
couple of centre backs in midfield [Lee 
laughs in the background]. Was it as 
painful to play in as it was to watch?

LB: It was tough to play in, because 
what George did is what needed doing, I 
think. What George did to that club at that 
time was remarkable, and I don’t think 
he gets any credit for it, because we were 
an okay team weren’t we? We weren’t the 
best team, we weren’t the worst, we were 
okay. But defensively he made us solid. 
So yeah, it would have been hard to watch 
because we just didn’t go forward. It was all 
man-for-man, everybody go man-for-man. 
Every day in training it was man-for-man 
marking: ‘You stay with him, you stay with 
him.’ So then it’s going to be tough and 
it’s exactly what he did at Arsenal, he did a 
similar thing with us. He built it, and then 

he brought in Hasselbaink, and there’s the 
goals. He took us from being this team that 
was okay, to this team that was tough to 
beat and would nick results, and we ended 
up getting into Europe the season after.

JH: It was George’s only full season 
when we got in to Europe. He signed 
Hasselbaink and started playing Harry 
Kewell a bit more and introduced a bit 
more flair to the side. But I remember 
when you scored that late winner at 
home to Derby after we’d been 3-0 
down, you actually came on as sub that 
day, and you were in and out of the team 
under George.

LB: Yeah, but with me... you see, I went 
there and Howard wanted me to replace 
Gary Speed, because he used to get forward 
and score goals, and that’s what I had done 
at Charlton. But when George came, I’d 
played a few games and he said, ‘Right Lee, 
I’m going to drop you.’ I was like, ‘What for?’ 
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He said, ‘Because you’re not doing what 
I want you to do. Football’s not just about 
getting forward, you have to get back and 
do the dirty side of the game as well.’ I was 
like, ‘Okay, I understand,’ but he said, ‘Until 
you get that off to a tee, you’re not going to 
be playing.’ I was thinking, that’s a bit harsh! 
But to be fair, I hold my hands up and I’m 
really grateful now, because he made me a 
much better player than I was. He made me 
more of an all-round midfielder, box-to-
box, up and down, up and down. Whereas 
before, I’d run forward, maybe score and 
just jog back. What he did benefitted me 
throughout my whole career. So he was 
really good for me and for the team.

JH: When David O’Leary took over 
he gave a lot of the young kids a chance; 
Woody, Stephen McPhail, Alan Smith, 
where George had been a bit more 
reluctant to throw them in. Obviously 
O’Leary was assistant manager to 
George and he was saying they were 
ready, but George seemed to lack a bit 
of faith in the younger players.

LB: Everything was in place for David 
because George had built it up. We were 
in Europe. Then George went to Spurs, but 
David couldn’t have asked for a better job 
really because he was there helping George. 
I’m not saying he didn’t have any input, he 
did. But all the structure, the defensive side 
of us was all there. Then we had Harry and 
a couple of others like Jimmy, who were 
exciting. So everything was there. Then he 
went on to do his thing as well.

JH: I think one of the best things 
George Graham did was transform 
Lucas Radebe as a defender too, and 
Leeds got the benefit of that for years. 
But the first couple of seasons under 
O’Leary — 1998/99 and 1999/00 — 
Leeds were just so exciting. The team 
was full of energetic home-grown 
players and it was easy to forget that 

you were actually bought a couple of 
years previously. It felt like you were 
home-grown as well and the team spirit 
was amazing, it felt so strong. Is that 
how it felt for you?

LB: The team spirit was really strong. I 
have to say it’s the strongest I ever played 
in. A good 90% of us were very young; 19, 
20, 21. We were all around that age. Gary 
Kelly was an ‘experienced’ player and he 
was only about three years older than 
us. So it was crazy really. Then obviously 
they brought Batty in to bring some more 
experience, but off the field, there was such 
togetherness. When we went to Europe 
we used to have singsongs on the bus and 
up and down the country in England, but 
when we played we went out there thinking, 
‘We’re going to win.’ Even if we conceded, 
we knew we would still go on and win 
because we had so much going forward 
and we were so fearless. We would always 
run over teams really, we would pressurise 
them from on high and win the ball back 
and then we’d have the exciting players who 
would go on and score the goals, or provide 
the goals.

JH: Are you still in touch with any of 
those players now?

LB: I speak to Harry, yes. I spoke to 
Woodgate probably about a month ago, 
but I hadn’t spoken to him for a while. Gary 
Kelly I see, he had a surprise 40th birthday 
party in Leeds so I went to that. Seth 
Johnson I see at charity dos, so there’s still 
a fair few. Duberry, I still see him, he was at 
Gary Kelly’s thing as well. So I still speak to 
the odd one, not as much as you probably 
should but...

JH: That’s life isn’t it?

LB: Yeah, everybody’s moved on and got 
their own thing going on.

JH: You mentioned Batty and when 
we signed him. I think that was a very 
significant signing. How did you get on 
with him, was he a big influence on the 
side?

LB: Yeah, because he was a no-nonsense 
person wasn’t he, when he played? He was 
very experienced and for me he was perfect, 
because I could bomb forward knowing 
that the defence wasn’t going to be left 
vulnerable, because he was always there 
and he broke everything up. He was really 
good, yeah. And a really nice fella.

JH: Were you aware of his status at 
Leeds when he signed? Obviously he’d 
won the title with us and was a massive 
signing at the time.

LB: Yeah, but you try not to think about 
those things. You just hope he’s still the 
same person as he was because it’s hard 
to go back to a club where you’ve already 
been. But with a player that has got his 
abilities, there were no worries there. It’s 
just a shame what happened to him because 
he got ill. He did his rib in against Coventry 
[on his debut], damaged his heart and 
struggled after that. But a great player. He 
never gave the ball away, broke everything 
up, a great player. But you’re always 
learning. Whoever you play against or 
with, you’re always learning from someone, 
whether it’s good or bad.
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JH: We got to the UEFA Cup semi-finals 
the season after Batty signed, and I’ll ask you 
about the games in a minute. But that run 
was obviously overshadowed by the events in 
Istanbul, when two Leeds fans were murdered. 
Have you got any memories of that trip and what 
it was like to be around all that?

LB: It was a tough trip really, because wherever 
we went in Europe, sometimes you’d be asleep and 
someone would ring the room at two or three in the 
morning and try and disturb your night. Whether 
it was an accident or not, you’d never know. And it 
happened there. Then we woke up and heard what 
had gone on the night before, and I think there 
were talks about the game being cancelled. But it 
was tough... it was tough... because you wouldn’t 
wish that on anybody. They’ve come to support 
the club that they love, and for that to happen is 
unacceptable. But then everything got hyped on 
the security side of things. We’re going to the 
game and they’re chucking things at the bus, their 
fans, just trying to intimidate us, so it was a tough 
night. Looking back it would have been better to 
put the game off; there might have been a different 
outcome, there might not have. But going to the 
ground we had police surrounding the bus, and I 
mean surrounding it. We were crawling up this hill, 
and then we got to the stadium and normally when 
you go out on to the pitch about an hour and a half 
early there’s hardly anybody in the stadium. But 
their tunnel was underground and you walked up 
these steps, and all the police were at the top stood 
with all their shields up. So I’m thinking, ‘What 
have they got their shields up for?’ And then all of 
a sudden there’s all these things bouncing off the 
shields and you walk out of the tunnel and the whole 
stadium’s full. You think, ‘Blimey, this is crazy!’ 
Which is good. I liked that side of it, because it’s a 
good atmosphere, but obviously the build-up to it 
could be a lot different... If that hadn’t happened to 
those two lads we could have used the atmosphere 
as a positive thing, but it all made it very difficult.

JH: In a strange way, I think that incident did 
help improve the bond between the fans and the 
players. It was all a bit more ‘we’re all in this 
together’ after that.

LB: Oh yeah, because after games, particularly in 
the Champions League, we used to have singsongs on 
the pitch after. We’d be in the dressing rooms getting 
changed and the fans would get held back for an hour 
or whatever, and so we’d go out and have a singsong 
with them. They’d sing, we’d sing. It was really good.
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LB: I would have to say the AC Milan 
one [Bowyer scored in the 89th minute and 
Leeds won 1-0]. Only because it was last 
minute or so, pouring with rain, and the 
atmosphere was... unbelievable. Playing 
against AC Milan, a top side, and scoring 
the winning goal at the death. That was 
probably my best moment right there, by 
far.

JH: I remember being stood on the 
Kop that night. The shot came in and 
the keeper, Dida, saved it, and there 
was an audible sigh, everyone went 
‘eurghhh’; really deflated. Then it just 
erupted when he spilled it. You must 
have felt a bit like that yourself: ‘Ah, 
that’s not going in.’

LB: Yeah, yeah. He did well, but obviously 
it just slipped through his hands. But 
everyone’s going, ‘oh it’s lucky,’ but I said, 
‘No, no there was too much power!’ [laughs 
a lot]. Obviously that wasn’t the case, it just 
slipped through his hands. But you needed 
those types of things to go with you. When 
we played Barcelona at home, we should 
never have drawn that game. We were 
miles better than them that night, and they 
nicked a goal at the end, so it’s swings and 
roundabouts.

JH: That keeper’s mistake was the 
springboard really, because it all went 
from there. But the second leg of the 
semi-final against Valencia, of course 
you missed it, you were suspended, 
and I think you were informed the 
day before. I can’t remember much 
controversy in the media and it would 
never happen now, but all the fans 
thought it was a massive injustice. 
What were your thoughts at the time?

LB: Did we play them the week before?

JH: Something like that, yeah.

LB: To be fair, the actual incident, it 
wasn’t like they said it was. They said I 
stamped on the guy but I didn’t. He’s slid 
in and I’ve tried to lift my leg over him and 
he’s like, he’s there. And it was the most 
minimal of touches, but he’s rolled around. 
But if that was what they were going to do 

JH: AC Milan was the famous one, 
after the 1-1 draw.

LB: [laughs] What, away?

JH: Yeah, in the San Siro.

LB: Well, I sang one there on my own and 
nobody knew what the hell I was singing 
[laughs again].

JH: The European games were 
amazing, because as a fan you couldn’t 
believe how easy it was for us to beat 
top sides. Was it like that as a player, 
could you believe how well you were 
doing in Europe?

LB: I’d say yes and no. Like I said 
earlier, we honestly thought we could beat 
anybody, because of how attack-minded 
we were. We were in and around teams and 

[suspend Bowyer] they could have done it 
long before they did. UEFA all knew about it 
but there was nothing in it, so they just left 
it. We were out there training [in Valencia] 
the night before on the pitch, and halfway 
through the session the manager pulled me 
over and said. ‘Look, you’ve been banned,’ 
and I was like, ‘You’re joking.’ He said, ‘No, 
Valencia have put an appeal in to get you 
banned and they’ve done it.’ [Deep sigh, 
voice slows and lowers to a hushed tone] It 
was definitely the lowest point of my career, 
not being able to be out there, because I 
had to watch it from the stands and it was 
horrendous to watch. It was killing me.

JH: At the end of that season, a lot of 
the financial issues started coming to 
the fore. Did you sense the atmosphere 
at the club changing?

LB: Yeah, there was change. We were 
bringing in lots of players and giving them 
lots of money; and squad players at that. 
It was crazy, it was crazy. I just don’t think 
it was well run at all, but it happens. How 
many times have you seen it happen since 
then? Too many times. I can understand 
they were trying to build the club and get a 
better squad, but the way things were... was 
good. We had good experience, but trying 
to change too many things too quickly was 
where it all went wrong.

JH: Leading on from that, when you 
actually left the club there was a fallout 
with Peter Ridsdale, wasn’t there, after 
the court case? [Ridsdale fined Bowyer 
over the initial incident two years 
earlier despite him being found not 
guilty of all charges.] Do you regret 
how you left the club in the end? Was it 
just the fallout with Ridsdale, or did you 
want to get away from the club or even 
just the city?

LB: [long pause] No, it was purely Peter 
Ridsdale, nothing else. I would have played 
there my whole career. I loved the club, I 
loved the city; I loved everything about it. 
But it was just this thing that happened 
between me and Peter Ridsdale. And I 
just couldn’t stay there and work under 
him anymore. I couldn’t have signed 
another contract as long as he was there. 

they weren’t used to it, they didn’t like it, 
especially in Europe. We started to get in 
their faces, not roughing them up in a bad 
way, but they weren’t used to the physical 
side of the game. The Spanish, the Italians, 
it was like, ‘you have it, we have it, you have 
it, we have it’ — we didn’t let them do that. 
Obviously we went to Barcelona for the first 
game and got whupped 4-0, and we just 
respected them too much, basically. It was 
our first game in the Champions League 
but it was a wake-up call, and we thought, ‘If 
we do that again... we’re going to a different 
level here.’ And after that I think we handled 
ourselves well, especially at home.

JH: I was going to mention some of 
your most famous goals. They are mostly 
from that period: AC Milan at home, 
Barcelona at home, Anderlecht at home. 
Have you got any favourite moments 
from that Champions League run?
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If he wasn’t there I’d have signed another 
contract the same day. He tried to get 
me to go to Liverpool and I was halfway 
through a medical and I thought, ‘No, I’m 
not just going to up and leave, this doesn’t 
feel right.’ So I thought, ‘I’m going back to 
Leeds, I’ve still got a year left’; obviously 
Terry Venables came in and I thought he’d 
be good to work under and I enjoyed that 
time. But then West Ham came in, and a 
few others, so I said, ‘Look, I want to go 
home, if I’m going to go I want to go home.’ 
West Ham were bottom, so I thought it’d 
make sense to go there and help the club I 
supported as a little kid to try and stay in 
the league. And that was the only reason 
that I went there. It was nothing to do with 
Leeds, or the supporters, or the club. It 
was purely what happened with me and 
Ridsdale. Which was a shame. It shouldn’t 
have happened, there was no reason for it to 
happen, but it did. I’ve even met him since 
and we’ve shaken hands and that’s life. But 
at the time I just thought it was wrong. I’m a 
passionate person, I gave my all to the club. 
Wherever I’ve been no one can say I haven’t 
given my all, and when I gave my all and I 
got treated the way I did, I just thought, ‘No, 
this isn’t right.’

JH: At the time some fans felt a bit 
let down by that whole situation, not 
knowing everything that was going on 
behind the scenes. You were one of the 
most popular players at the club and 
fans felt let down; can you understand 
that? Was it frustrating that you 
couldn’t really explain the full situation 
at the time?

LB: Yeah, of course I understood, 
because the fans couldn’t understand why 
I wasn’t staying after all their support 
through everything. I understood that, and 
I appreciated that. The club was getting 
into a bad situation but I’m not the kind 
of person to say negative things about 
people, just to make things worse. It would 
have just made everything worse. So, I’m 
not that person. Whenever I’ve left a club 
I’ve never said anything negative about 
anybody, whereas some people are like, 
‘Yeah, well the manager’s this, that person’s 
that.’ I don’t see what you’re going to gain 
from doing that and I’m not that person. So 

I know it would have been better for me to 
explain the situation and the reason. But 
for the actual club, it wouldn’t have been. 
It would have just been more stories and 
negative thinking towards the chairman 
and whatever, so I just thought, I’ll go and 
move on, y’know? I understand the fans 
felt let down, but I had no other option. If 
I’d had another year, or another two years 
left on the contract I was on, I would have 
stayed and seen that contract out. It was 
only because I had the six months left, so I 
thought, ‘I’m going in six months anyway.’

JH: It’s frustrating because Peter 
Ridsdale left not long afterwards, in 
April 2003. When he sold Woodgate 
shortly after he sold you [in January], 
that was the end of it for Ridsdale. Still, 
I guess it’s all water under the bridge 
now.

LB: Yeah... [long pause and deep sighs 
from both parties]

JH: In terms of support from the 
fans, did you ever feel the kind of 
support you got at Leeds from fans at 
other clubs?

LB: Not so much on a personal level, 
no. I’d say the way the fans were with me 
at Leeds... and this is probably down to the 
fact that I was a young kid there and they’d 
seen me progress like the Woodgates, the 
Kewells, and little Smithy, and maybe they 
took me in like that. Obviously scoring 
important goals helps a lot as well [laughs]. 
No, I’d say on a personal level I’ve never 
had that with another set of fans. Don’t 
get me wrong, wherever I’ve been the fans 
have liked me and appreciated what I’ve 
done, but I think they took it to a different 
level at Leeds. It was more personal, where 
they actually loved me. Well, that was 
the impression I got. Whenever I walked 
out there on the pitch they loved what I 
was doing and they made it feel personal 
towards me. Which was, well, unbelievable 
really.

JH: You’re certainly in the top five 
players I’ve watched playing for the 
club, and I think a lot of fans my age 
feel the same. I just wanted to ask about 
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days and I wouldn’t have been able to play 
the Saturday-Tuesday-Saturday-Tuesday 
in that league. I only did one year in that 
Championship and that was enough. I was 
like, ‘My legs can’t do this anymore.’

JH: I think most Leeds fans would 
appreciate that, to be honest.

LB: The way I looked at it was, if Shearer 
had ever left Newcastle and then gone back 
when he was near-on retired, he wouldn’t 
have had the same effect. I didn’t want that. 
I gave my all to Leeds, I did all that and to 
go back... it might have gone the wrong way, 
and I’d never want that.

JH: You’ve just started coaching, 
would you consider coaching at Leeds? 
Something like that?

LB: Yeah, yeah. I’d come back on that 
level. It’s a different thing, with different 
expectations. Going back as a coach I’d 
never say never. I’d like to because I’d 
like to take them into the Premier League 
where they should be. And maybe get some 
of those nights back that I experienced, 
because they were great nights.

JH: Looking back at your time at 
Leeds, what does it mean to you now? 
Do you still have mixed feelings about 
the experience? Or can you look back at 
it with pride now?

LB: I always look back on it with pride. 
It was the best place I played. It was 
unbelievable from start to finish. Yeah there 
were highs, yeah there were lows, but not 
every football club runs smoothly. Show 
me a fan that’s been happy for ten years? 
There’s highs and lows. So I look back with 
pride, definitely. Because those were my 
best days, and the connection that I had 
with the fans was something that I’ve never 
really seen with any other player, with their 
own fans. Maybe Shearer with Newcastle. 
But other than that I’ve not really seen 
it with other players at other clubs, does 
that make sense? So I was definitely 
proud that I played there and I wouldn’t 
change anything. Those were definitely 
my best days, by a mile. And I appreciated 
everything from the fans, everything.

the England situation. Obviously you 
only ever got one cap for England, and 
should have had a lot more. Do you still 
feel bitter about being banned before 
and during the court case? Because 
the FA have treated players a lot more 
leniently before and since. Were you 
bitter about it at the time, and are you 
still bitter about it now?

LB: At the time I thought it was harsh, 
yeah, because what they’ve shown since 
then, and since my incident, is that you’re 
innocent until you’re proven guilty. Things 
have happened to other people and they’ve 
been given more leeway and they can play. 
That never happened with me, so I look 
back now and think, ‘Yeah, that was harsh.’ 
But it was out of my hands, so I’m not bitter 
about it at all. Do I think I should have 
played more and got more caps? Then yeah. 
Do I regret not getting more caps? Well, not 
really, because it was out of my hands, there 
was nothing I could have done about it. But 
I am grateful for getting one cap. One cap’s 
better than no caps. So I can say that I’ve 
played for my country at the highest level, 
and that’s all I ever wanted to do as a kid. 
Every kid wants to do that and that ticked 

a box. So I’m grateful, but I think I should 
have had more and would have, if I’d been 
given the opportunity.

JH: Did you ever get a chance to 
come back to Leeds? I know when 
you were at Birmingham and possibly 
Ipswich too, there were rumours in the 
press that Leeds were interested in you. 
Was that ever a realistic prospect?

LB: Simon Grayson tried to bring me 
back [in 2011], but to be honest it was 
basically between Ipswich and Leeds, 
and there were two reasons why I went to 
Ipswich. One was because I could live at 
home still; I’ve got young children. And the 
other was that I didn’t want to ruin what I 
had with the Leeds fans. They would have 
expected me to — well, I’m guessing — they 
would have expected me to go back and 
be the same player, and I wasn’t. So I didn’t 
want to ruin what we had all those years 
ago. Yeah? Because that was special. I felt 
if I’d have gone there I would have let them 
down because I wasn’t the same player. I 
was 34, picking up the odd injury here and 
there. I could still get up and down, I could 
still do all that, but I’d be stiff for a few 

With that we call it a day. It wasn’t 
hard to get Lee to speak. Maybe it was 
a relief for him to finally do that, but 
it’s hard to know if this exorcised some 
demons for him — because he surely 
has some, despite such an enlightened 
and positive outlook on life.

I have always felt Bowyer was 
misunderstood; having to perform 
under incredible scrutiny and pressure, 
and with inner torment eating away 
at him. But that only seemed to drive 
him on. The running man: abnormal 
stamina, limitless energy, a desire to 
score goals like you’ve never seen, a 
willingness to run and run. And run 
some more.

Lee Bowyer will admit to mistakes in 
his life, but I think we forget how young 
footballers are, and if we look back at 
our own mistakes we can see it is only 
at an age after a footballer’s career-
span that we become the person we 
were truly supposed to be. Footballers 
exist in a surreal world, where bad 
advice is easily received and adventure 
knows no bounds. Lee Bowyer may 
have his regrets, but he is channelling 
that, choosing a more positive path, 
starting a new life and thankful for it. 
Good luck to him, because quite simply, 
he was a magnificent player for Leeds 
United. Every single week.
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